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S.S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 15 


Thoughts on Church Union 


. . « just for union's sake 


In terms of people, union is addition, but for the sounder Church it is doc- 
trinal subtraction. Assuming that the membership of both are equal, let 100 
per cent represent the doctrine of the one Church and 80 per cent the doctrine 





of the other: add the totals and you get 180 per cent. But now you must divide 
by two and the result is only 90 per cent. You now have twice as many mem- 
bers, and isn’t that fine? But you have 10 per cent less truth than you started 
with. 


I have stated what may be called the Law of Union or the First Law of 
Ecumenicity ... Whatever you may wish to call it, I am sure that it has various 
applications, some of which may readily occur to you. For example, you may 
derive from it the Second Law: “Those who want union are those who have 
nothing to lose by it.” 


Yet in such matters arithmetic is far from adequate; we need a higher form 
of mathematics . . . (this spirit means) that not only one but many and ultimate- 
ly all heresies are to be tolerated. And unless the Lord intervenes, toleration 
is only the beginning . . . They say that one might well yield and surrender 
a little and keep up fraternal and Christian relations and fellowship with those 
who err in an unimportant point, so long as one agrees with them otherwise. 
No, my good man, for me none of that peace and unity that one gains by the 


loss of God’s Word. 


—E. P. Schulze 
in Christianity Today 
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Are you interested in what the Na- 
tional Council of Churches is and is 
doing? If not, you should be, for 
your spiritual life in the Church is 
quite intimately involved. It would 
not be an exaggeration to say that the 
majority of new ideas which have 
made their appearance within the life 
and program of our denomination dur- 
ing the past five years have had their 
origin within the NCC. And if the 
NCC has its way, both planning and 
programming for our denomination 
will increasingly be done at 475 River- 
side Dr., New York. Read the article 
on p. 7 of this issue: “The National 
Council: A Super-Church?” 








A couple of weeks ago we opined 
that after Jan. 20 all of the heads of 
state in the New World would be Ro- 
man Catholic. We have been cor- 
rected. The Governor General of Can- 
ada, Mr. Vanier, is Roman, but Prime 
Minister Diefenbaker is a Baptist. 





A middler at Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., native Puerto Rican 
Mario Rivera, has published at his 
own expense a booklet, “Why I Left 
Roman Catholicism.” If you want your 
heart warmed with the passion of a 
young man called to a mission, send 
Mr. Rivera $1 for your copy. 





An esteemed subscriber tells us that 
a man of his acquaintance was walk- 
ing through a cemetery on his way 
home one night, since it was a short 
cut, when he tumbled into a new grave 
that had been dug in his path. For al- 
most an hour he struggled to get out 
of the seven-foot deep grave, but fi- 
nally gave up and settled down for 
the night. A gangly farmer, out pos- 
sum hunting, came by and he, too, 
fell into the grave. He began a des- 
perate attempt to get out, unaware 
that there was anyone else in the 
grave. The first man listened to him 
silently for a few minutes, then 
reached over in the pitch darkness and 
laid a hand on his shoulder. “You 
can’t get out of here,” he said. But 
the farmer did. 
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KOREA — Our Mission closed a 
week’s seminar for men and women 
evangelists in our area not too long 
ago. We were amazed at the large 
number — over 220 — in attendance. 
That many evangelists! There was a 
splendid spirit. The women — 25 or 
so — met with me. What were some 
of the problems? 1) What to do 
when non-Christians want to use the 
church for their own purposes (village 
meetings or merely for loafing). The 
“church” may be just a small tent, but 
it has been set aside for the worship 
of God. 2) What to do when Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses come in and demand 
to be fed and housed in the Name of 
God for several days (the evangelist 
receives the sum of perhaps $6.50 a 
month on which to live). 3) What to 
do when fellow Christians of the op- 
position party, urged on by their lead- 
ers who tell them that we have depart- 
ed from the faith, publicly accuse and 
villify the Bible women who are sin- 
cerely true to God’s Word. In all 
these things these people seek to “not 
render evil for evil,” trusting God for 
wisdom and strength to serve Him ac- 
ceptably. 

—Miss Florence E. Root 





JAPAN — One of the most difficult 
and yet most rewarding programs out 
here is the work in the prisons. In 
the Gifu penitentiary, there are some 
1,077 prisoners representing 37% of 
the total population of the prison, who 
participate in the religious activities 
provided by various religous groups. 
Of the 37%, the Shinshu Buddhists 
are represented by 16% and the Chris- 
tians by 12.3%. Some five other 
groups share the remaining 9%. 


In our opinion Shinshu Buddhism 
(the somewhat liberal or loose sect 
which has even adopted Sunday Schools 
and songs modeled after “Jesus Loves 








GRAHAM WARNS AGAINST 


Anglican Unit Rejects 
Admittance of Women 


CAPETOWN, So. Africa (RNS)— 
A move to reverse a traditional policy 
against permitting women to attend its 
sessions was rejected by the Synod of 
the Anglican Church of the Province 
of South Africa at its meeting here. 





There was a surprising amount of 
support, however, for what would have 
been an historic decision. At its first 
reading by the Synod’s House of Laity, 
the motion was approved, 32 to 25. 
But the House of Clergy rejected the 
proposal, 45 to 35, and the motion 
was therefore dropped. 


The Synod appeared to be swayed 
by the forceful opposition of Bishop 
James L. Schuster of St. John’s, who 
said the admission of women to the 
Church’s highest authority was against 
the Holy Scriptures and the traditions 
of the Church. 





S. S. CLERGY BOOKLET OUT 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
A booklet “Dear Mr. Clergyman” giv- 
ing members of the clergy informa- 
tion concerning the new election they 
may make on their 1960 personal in- 
come tax returns as to whether they 
want Social Security coverage has 
been issued by the Social Security Ad- 
ministration. Copies are available 
free at all Social Security and In- 
ternal Revenue Service offices. Copies 
of the booklet, designated OASI-331, 
may also be obtained without charge 
by writing the Bureau of Old-Age and 
Survivors’ Insurance, Social Security 
Administration, U. S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Me’’) is still the largest religious group 
out here, as it was before the war. 
But Christianity is gaining slowly and 
actually outdistancing many of the 
sects of Buddhism as well as Shinto 
in rate of progress . . especially 
amrong the younger people. 


—Rev. Harold Borchert 
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‘WATERED-DOWN GOSPEL’ 


FORT WORTH, Tex. — (RNS) — 
Billy Graham, one of the world’s most 
widely known evangelists today, told 
future ministers attendling Southwest- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary here 
to “stick to the Gospel” and forget 
about clever preaching. 


Later in an interview, the evangelist, 
commenting on church union declared: 
“I do not believe that complete church 
unity will come in my lifetime. The 
denominational differences are too 
great. But I do believe that the ideal 
will be consummated when Christ 
comes again.” 


He stressed that the “danger is that 
a watered-down Gospel could result 
out of this striving for unity.” 


Dr. Graham also declared there was 
a “planned master attack against the 
Protestant clergy today to try to dis- 
credit the leaders of our churches and 
to picture them as idiots, fools and 
immoral men.” Contributing to the 
minister’s complex role, he added, was 
the emphasis on sex and alcohol in 
television and movies. 





New N.T. Translation 
To Be Published Soon 


NEW YORK, — (RNS) — The New 
Testament portion of “The New Eng- 
lish Bible” will be published March 14 
by Cambridge University Press and 
Oxford University Press in this coun- 
try and abroad. 


A spokesman for the two publishers 
said here that nearly one million copies 
of the 460-page Testament are expect- 
ed to be printed on that date in the 
English-speaking world, including the 
U. S., Canada, England, Australia, 
New Zealand, India and South Africa. 


Translated into current English 
from the original Hebrew and Greek, 
the new Bible is the work of an inter- 
denominational committee of Biblical 
scholars representing 11 major church 
groups in the British Isles. 


Launched in 1947, the completed 
translation of the New Testament was 





formally approved by the committee 


on March 23, 1960. Still being trans- 
lated are the Old Testament and the 
Apocrypha, which are expected to be 
published in several years. 


Among the cooperating groups are: 
the Church of England, Church of 
Scotland (Presbyterian), Presbyterian 
Church of England and the National 
Bible Society of Scotland. 





‘Operation Doctor’ Gets 
lst Congo Volunteers 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — Two for- 
mer American Baptist medical mission- 
aries left here for the Congo as the 
first physicians to serve under “Opera- 
tion Doctor,” a crash medical program 
sponsored by the interdenominational 
Congo Protestant Relief Agency. They 
are Dr. E. Dorothea Witt, a New Or- 
leans, La., obstetrician and gynecol- 
ogist, who will serve at the coopera- 
tive mission hospital and training 
school at Kimpese, and Dr. Oliver W. 
Hasselblad, director of American Lep- 
rosy Missions, New York, who will 
work for only two or three months at 
a Protestant mission station in the 
Congo interior. 


The Congo Protestant Relief Agency, 
organized last summer after the new- 
ly-independent country was torn by 
political strife, is recruiting doctors 
from the U. S., Canada, Britain and 
Scandinavia, for temporary service 
there to replace the many who were 
evacuated. It is supported by many 
denominations. 


(“Operation Doctor” has the back- 
ing of the Board of World Missions, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., and the 
Board is urgently seeking volunteers 
to help with medical work in the 
Congo. Further information is avail- 
able from the Rev. Eugene L. Daniel, 
Candidate Secretary, Box 330, Nash- 
ville 1, Tenn.—Ed.) 





INAUGURATION SLATED 


NEW YORK, N. Y. — Inauguration 
of Dr. Edwin H. Rian as president 
of the Biblical Seminary of New York 
is scheduled Jan. 8. Dr. Rian has 
been president of Jamestown College, 
Jamestown, N. D., since 1954. Prin- 
cipal speaker at the ceremonies will be 
the Rev. Donald Miller, a professor at 
Richmond’s Union Seminary and an 
alumnus of Biblical Seminary. 
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Nativity Scenes Stay 
On Government Land 


Despite ACLU Protest 


PORTLAND, Ore. — (RNS) — 
Oregon Secretary of State Howell Ap- 
pling, Jr., defended the erection of a 
nativity scene on the Capitol Mall at 
Salem and at the Pioneer Post Office 
here in answer to protests from the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 


The ACLU, through it Oregon chair- 
man, Charles Davis of Portland, con- 
tends that the display “aids and en- 
dorses religion” in violation of the 
First Amendment of the U. S. Consti- 
tution. 


Secretary Appling took issue with 
the ACLU stand and declared that the 
nativity scene would remain on the 
mall until the Christmas observance 
is completed. 


“At a time when Godless Commu- 
nism threatens the very foundations 
of our way of life,” Secretary Appling 
said in a letter to Mr. Davis, “I am 
dismayed that you should protest, on 
hyperlegalistic grounds, the placing, at 
no public expense, of a Christmas scene 
on the Capitol Mall.” 


“In an age when so much of hu- 
manity cries out for divine guidance, 
I am saddened that you have chosen 
to nit-pick in the field of constitu- 
tionality,” the secretary of state said. 


Secretary Appling’s remarks were 
later attacked by the Rev. Richard M. 
Steiner, minister of the First Unitarian 
church in Portland. Mr. Steiner said 
he thought the secretary of state was 
“gratuitusly insuiting to many Uni- 
tarians . .. and to those who hold to 
the Jewish and Buddhist faiths.” 


“We do not hold that Jesus was 
God,” Mr. Steiner declared. ‘“Further- 
more, I do not consider any protest of 
any possible infringement of the prin- 
ciple of separation of Church and 
State as ‘nit-picking.’ ” 





Closer Ties Suggested 


GENEVA — (RNS) — Desire for 
closer cooperation between the World 
Presbyterian Alliance and the Inter- 
national Congregational Council and 
their ultimate union was voiced in a 
statement of common convictions is- 
sued here by the executive committees 
of the two bodies. In a press release 
accompanying their statement, the ex- 


ecutive committees stressed that it was 
not an official document of either 
the Alliance or the ICC. 


Joined to the statement were a num- 
ber of recommendations drawn up by 
a ten-member group representing both 
the international organizations which 
met at Sevres, France, last August. 
Approved by the two executive com- 
mittees, but only now made public, the 
recommendations called for synchroniz- 
ing the dates of the 1964 General 
Councils of the Alliance and the ICC 
and holding them in neighboring towns 
in Germany. They also urged publish- 
ing informative articles and documents 
in each other’s periodicals, and appoint- 
ing a joint commission to work on the 
Reformed doetrine of the church in 
the light of Congregational and Pres- 
byterian history. 





Evangelism at Breaks 


Urged on Methodists 


COLUMBUS, O. — (RNS) — “Cof- 
fee break evangelism” was recommend- 
ed here by a national Methodist leader 
as a way to win more persons to Christ 
and the church. Harold S. Rogers of 
Nashville, the denomination’s director 
of personal evangelism, said that “the 
average American spends perhaps 83 
hours a year in coffee breaks.” 


“It would be a significant contribu- 
tion to Christianity if Christians would 
use some of this discussion time to talk 
to their friends about Christ,’ he told 
laymen and laywomen attending the 
annual meeting of the Methodist Na- 
tional Lay Committee on Evangelism. 
“Many Christians,” said Mr. Rogers, 
“have never spoken to another person 
about a commitment to Christ. As a 
result, they are missing out on one of 
the most rewarding experiences life 
offers.” 


Richard W. Campbell of Altoona, 
Pa., the committee’s vice-chairman, ob- 
served: “All around us people are 
hungering and thirsting for someone 
to talk to them about Jesus Christ. 
It isn’t difficult to talk to them about 
Christ if you really want to. Tell it 
to them in a simple, sincere, positive 
way — with enthusiasm. Sometimes, 
90 per cent listening and 10 per cent 
talking is good.” 





It is better to dwell in unanimity 
with few than in unity without una- 
nimity with many. 
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A Message To Ministers 


The Sins of the Lawyers 


Text: Luke 11:46: “Woe unto you 


also, ye lawyers.” 


In considering the passage before us 
this morning it will be helpful to be- 
gin with a review of the circumstances 
in which Jesus spoke these words. Our 
Lord had been invited to dinner in 
the home of a pharisee, for what rea- 
son we cannot say with any certainty. 
The pharisee may have extended the 
invitation out of a sense of responsi- 
bility. He may have thought that this 
was his obligation because of his place 
in the community. All ministers are 
familiar with this pattern of behavior. 
There are communities in which it is 
just taken for granted that certain 
families will always invite the visiting 
preacher to dinner, and these families 
always rise to their supposed obliga- 
tion whether they really want to or 
not. The invitation contains no en- 
dorsement or even interest in the one 
invited. It is simply noblesse oblige. 
This was as common in ancient Pal- 
estine as it is among us today. 


Or perhaps the pharisee invited our 
Lord to dinner in order to be able 
conveniently to cross-examine Him. To 
put the Master to the test before a 
large congregation of His followers 
had its obvious disadvantages; and as 
we see from the Gospel accounts, 
many tried it unsuccessfully. But to 
put Him to the test in one’s own home 
is quite another matter. All of us 
know something of what this means. 
Who among us has not been invited 
to dinner for a cross-examination? 
But as I say, we cannot tell with cer- 
tainty just why Jesus received this 
invitation. We may only be confident 
that it. was not extended from sym- 
pathy or friendship. This we know 
because of what occurred at this din- 
ner, 





When Jesus failed to observe the 
ceremonial rites of cleansing before 
the meal, the guests acted as if they 
were greatly shocked. They would 
have liked to put Jesus on the de- 
fensive and made Him feel that He 
should beware lest He give them any 
further offense. But our Saviour was 
too genuine a Person to be intimidated 
by any such social bullying. He turned 
upon the pharisees of the party and 
rebuked them. 


He said, “Now do ye pharisees 
make clean the outside of the cup 
and the platter,” that is to say, you 
are much concerned about outward 
apearances and forms, but you do not 
really care about true goodness and 
righteousness. “. , . Woe unto you, 
scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye are as graves which appear not, 
and the men that walk over them are 
not aware of them.” Jesus was say- 
ing that they so disguised themselves 
that men were defiled by them with- 
out realizing it. 


Now we may surmise that as long 
as Jesus addressed His remarks only 
to the pharisees, the lawyers who were 
there enjoyed the discomfort of their 
companions, as such men often en- 
joy the rebuke of others. But the 
last words of Jesus were more inclu- 
sive and they struck home. They made 
the lawyers wince, and we hear them 
object, “. . . Master, thus saying thou 
reproachest us also.” But if they ex- 
pected the Lord Jesus to retreat they 
were mistaken. His next remark 
specified three sins into which they 
in particular had fallen. These might 
be called the sins of the lawyers, or 
sins to which lawyers are especially 
susceptible; and lawyers would always 
do well to be wary of these pitfalls. 
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But who were these lawyers to 
whom Jesus spoke? We should not 
think that they corresponded to that 
group that we call lawyers today; for 
their office was spiritual, the tools 
of their trade were the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament, and their duties 
were three-fold. They were to study 
and to interpret the Old Testament, 
so as to provide the authority of schol- 
arship in matters concerning the Scrip- 
tures. They were to instruct the young 
people in the truth of the Old Testa- 
ment. And they were to judge prac- 
tical matters and decide the issues 
that were brought before them in the 
light of the Scriptures. 


As I have thought on this passage, 
it has occurred to me that the one 
group which seems perfectly to cor- 
respond to this office of lawyer as 
we have it here, is the presbytery sit- 
ting as a presbytery. By definition, 
we who compose such a court might 
be called lawyers in the same sense 
in which these men were called law- 
yers. And while I do not believe that 
any of us are guilty of all the faults 
that Jesus charged against the lawyers 
of His time, it may be worthwhile to 
consider these sins in order that we 
may avoid being overtaken by them; 
for they are sins to which we as min- 
isters are particularly susceptible. 


I 


The first of these is that they, “. . . 
lade men with burdens grievous to 
be borne” but do not bear the same 
burdens or make the same demands 
of themselves. 


Oh how easy it is to do this! To 
talk about what is wrong with the 
world and how bad it is requires al- 
most no effort at all. It is so easy 
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to find fault. 
heavy burden upon another. It can 
be made in almost any proportion and 
fashioned according to the most aus- 
tere pattern, especially if those who 
bind it have no intention of ever lift- 
ing it themselves. 


Anyone can bind a 


Let us remember that our faith is 
a revealed faith — “Thus saith the 
Lord’ — and that as interpreters of 
the Scriptures, the burdens we bind 
should be the burdens of the Lord 
which are neither heavy nor grievous 
for they demand our surrender to One 
who helps us bear them. And let us 
also remember that as the interpreters 
of a revealed faith, when we bind these 
burdens they are equally binding upon 
us. 


We call upon our people to remem- 
ber the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
Let us ask ourselves if we also ob- 
serve the Sabbath in the same measure 
that we teach? We call our people to 
sing the hymns of thanksgiving, to 
give themselves to earnest prayer, and 
the faithful study of God’s Word; we 
may well ask ourselves if we also are 
as faithful in these things as we should 
be. We exhort the congregation of 
God’s people to be honest and upright 
in all of their dealings with other men 
and to remember that they are stew- 
ards of God; we might also ask our- 
selves, when we require these things 
of others, do we also require them to 
the same extent of ourselves? 


A number of years ago I heard an 
elder make a very dogmatic talk on 
giving. He began with that verse in 
the third chapter of the prophecy of 
Malachi in which the prophet pro- 
claims God’s question, “Will a man 
rob God?” He went on to say that 
God set forth the tithe as the stan- 
dard of our stewardship and that any- 
one who did not tithe was robbing 
God. Then he ended his talk by say- 
ing, “Now I must confess that I do 
not tithe myself. I just have not 
grown in grace to that point as yet.” 
It is so easy for us to tell others what 
to do, to make the most exacting re- 
quirements of them. But do we bear 
these burdens ourselves? 


II 


The second fault against which 
Jesus warns is that of building tombs 
to the prophets our fathers killed. 
Now, of course, Jesus had no quarrel 
with those who would show respect 
for departed heroes of faith; and we 
may be confident that He was not 
even objecting to monuments as such. 


We may rather understand these tombs 
to represent a shutting away of the 
prophets, an imprisoning of their mes- 
sage and their spirits in halls of honor. 
And the remark concerning the fathers 
who killed them may well refer, not 
to the fathers according to the flesh 
but to those whose spiritual descen- 
dants the lawyers were. 


There is not much that we can do 
about our physical fathers or what 
they have accomplished in years gone 
by, but we can refuse to be the spirit- 
ual descendants of those who killed the 
prophets, and we can refuse to slay 
the heroes of the faith again by mak- 
ing them venerable relics of the past, 
or attaching their names and their 
authority to things which they would 
have opposed. 


Perhaps there are some of us who 
do not realize how seriously in danger 
we are of this fault, so let us think 
of it in this way. There are those 
who honor certain men, and constantly 
appeal to them, and even name their 
churches after them, who would never 
invite them to preach from their pul- 
pits if they were alive today. How 
many of those who honor the names 
of Wesley and Whitefield and Jona- 
than Edwards would be willing to in- 
vite one of these to hold a revival in 
their church if they were alive today? 


How many of those who enshrine 
the memory of Knox and Calvin and 
Luther would care to stand by them 
in their fight against false doctrine, 
and in their appeal to the authority 
of the Scriptures and the priesthood 
of all believers? How many of those 
who tack the title “Saint” to the name 
of the apostle Paul follow him when 
he preaches against the deadening ef- 
fects of legalism; when he proclaims 
the doctrine of salvation by faith alone 
through the grace of God? 


Judging from the ways I have heard 
some of His words disputed and mis- 
handled, I am afraid that some of 
those who call themselves Christians 
would even take offense at Jesus if 
He were to take up His incarnate min- 
istry in our midst today. 


Men who praise the heroes of faith 
while rejecting their message and their 
spirit are guilty of building tombs to 
the prophets whom their fathers killed; 
for they are making an easy truce 
with those who still hold the spirit of 
these men of God even while they 
shut them away into the silence of 
the past. 


Ill 


The third sin to which lawyers (and 
presbyters) are susceptible, our Lord 
tells us, is the sin of taking away the 
key of knowledge and entering not in 
ourselves. I interpret the “key of 
knowledge” to be faith — particular- 
ly a revealed and proclaimed faith. 
For if you will but consider the mat- 
ter, you will see that faith is the be- 
ginning of all knowledge, or the means 
of unlocking knowledge; and the key 
which God has always given to His 
Church is the proclamation of revealed 
faith. This, then, can be a sin of the 
lawyers, it is one to which they are 
liable by virtue of their office: By 
thinking themselves wiser and more 
sophisticated than their forebears and 
by parading their sophistication before 
their foolish, unsuspecting admirers, 
they take away the key of knowledge, 
even as they never enter in themselves. 


Quite recently in a school that was 
supposed to provide training for the 
leadership of a certain Church, I am 
told that a prominent minister cast 
doubts on the authority of the Scrip- 
tures and twisted its text to suit his 
own private and unwarranted interpre- 
tation. Now I can understand a man, 
even a minister, occasionally falling 
into doubt and working the implica- 
tions of this doubt out to the very 
end within the privacy of his own 
thoughts, but I cannot see how in good 
conscience he can pass these doubts 
on to others who come to him for 
certainty and truth. Such men 
take away the key of knowledge even 
as they will not enter in themselves. 


Now I do not call your attention to 
these words in a spirit of accusation. 
I believe that to know where a danger 
lies is to be armed against it, and 
it was Jesus who said that those who 
have the responsibility for interpreting 
the Word of God, persons like you 
and me, are they who must beware of 
these sins. Brethren, let us pray that 
by the grace of God we may escape 
the sins of the lawyers. 


SS 
Dr. Summers, pastor of the First 


Church, Gulfport, Miss., preached this 
sermon before Meridian Presbytery. 





“Faith worketh by love.” — Ga- 
latians 5:6. Faith’s guiding principle 
is love. That is, the life of faith is a 
life of concern, of well-wishing to- 
wards others. 
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More on the San Francisco Assembly— 





The National Council: 
A Super Church? 


Is the National Council of Churches 
about to become a Super-Church? 


The question is an important one 
and should be given careful considera- 
tion by every one of the more than 
37,000,000 people who are related to 
the Council in one way or other. 


To put the question another way: Is 
the time approaching when, to all prac- 
tical purposes, Presbyterians will be 
Councilians instead of Presbyterians? 


Some people may think it quite un- 
important what connections they may 
have at some remote top-level of ad- 
ministration. The issue may mean as 
little to them as which Christian 
church they should attend, so long as 
it is Christian. 


But it makes this difference: 


—What literature are you using in 
your Sunday School and what does 
it teach? 


—What programs are you using and 
by whom are they prepared? 


—What ideas in evangelism are you 
following and where did the ideas 
come from? 


—What program of training did your 
minister receive in seminary and 
who developed the program of his 
education? 


—What sort of campus Christian pro- 
gram are your young people ex- 
posed to while they are away at 
college and what ideas are being 
instilled into them there? 


| —What is the foreign missions pro- 


gram you are supporting and what 
is being taught in those schools, col- 
leges, and seminaries you are pay- 
ing for overseas? 


—What sort of pressure is being 
brought upon the government and 
about what issues in your name? 


You may retort, “Why in all of 
these areas of concern the answer is 
simple. We are Presbyterians. Our 
total program is Presbyterian.” 


Just a minute. In all of these areas 
the National Council is exerting a 
measure of influence upon you now. 
Moreover, at its recent General As- 
sembly in San Francisco it took steps 
to enlarge this influence even more, 
deploring the “glacial slowness” of 
the pace whereby the separate denomi- 
nations surrender “their separateness 
and self-determination.” 


At this Assembly the NCC cast aside 
all pretense of being an organ through 
which the Churches may speak and 
act (“an agency through which the 
Churches may accomplish that which 
they can do better together than 
alone’) and announced itself to be 





NCC Representatives 


Presbyterian, U. S., Representatives 
to the General Assembly meeting are 
as follows. In one or two cases the 
principal named was replaced by an 
alternate. 


Judge W. O. Murray, Mrs. D. H. 
Freeman, Mr. Charles J. Currie, Rev. 
Ferguson Wood, Rev. James R. Bul- 
lock, Rev. John S. Land, Dr. Donald C. 
Agnew, Miss Evelyn L. Green, Rev. 
James A. Millard, Jr., Rev. J. G. Pat- 
ton, Rev. B. R. Lacy, Jr., Mr. Richard 
A. Farnsworth, Mr. H. Roe Bartle, 
Mrs. T. Smith Brewer, Rev. James A. 
Jones, Rev. C. Darby Fulton, Rev. Mar- 
shall C. Dendy, Mr. Lewis Wilkins, Jr. 


Of these, Drs. Land, Lacy, Millard, 
Mr. Farnsworth, Mrs. Freeman and 
Dr. Agnew are members of the Gen- 
eral Board of the NCC. 
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what some of us have sensed that it 
meant to be all along, namely a policy- 
making, program-planning source of 
guidance, information and leadership 
determining important matters on be- 
half of the Churches. 


Take note of these developments: 


—Several member denominations have 
already turned some of their work, 
such as foreign missions, over to the 
NCC, to all practical purposes al- 
lowing the NCC to be their “Board 
of Foreign Missions.” At the re- 
cent Assembly there were many 
who strongly urged all member de- 
nominations to do this, although a 
proposal to implement this was taken 
out of the official Message of the 
Assembly for “strategic reasons.” 


—Our own World Missions study ma- 
terial this year (the program ma- 
terial you will use during the World 
Missions season) was prepared by 
the NCC staff and published by the 
NCC’s Friendship Press. There’s 
nothing particularly Presbyterian 
about it. The NCC believes the de- 
nominations should allow it to do 
this sort of thing for all their 
agencies. And our denomination is 
increasingly showing evidence of 
being willing to do just that. 


—Concepts appearing in our educa- 
tional material — such as Sunday 
School literature — have come down 
from NCC sources such as NCC’s 
Journal of Religious Education, 
identified by our own Board as a 
helpful source of new ideas in re- 
ligious education. The report of 
the NCC’s Division of Education to 
the Assembly promised that more 
intensive curriculum study and plan- 
ning will be done for the use and 
guidance of those who prepare edu- 
cational material for the denomi- 
nations. 
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—Concepts appearing in the evan- 
gelism literature prepared for use 
during our centennial celebrations 
have come down from NCC sources. 


—A basic change in policy has been 
actualized within the NCC. Dr. Roy 
G. Ross, General Secretary, told the 
writer personally that the change in 
policy applies to a new relationship 
which is projected between the NCC 
and its member Churches. Hence- 
forth, Dr. Ross stated, there will be 
real strategic planning by the Coun- 


cil on behalf of the denominations 
in a manner similar to the way such 
planning has been done on behalf 
of individual boards and agencies 
heretofore. Also, continued Dr. 
Ross, such planning will be done 
“in greater depth.” 


—In a strong bid for more “churchly” 
functions for the Council, Dr. Henry 
P. Van Dusen, Chairman of the 
Message Committee of the recent 
Assembly and Dr. Truman B. 
Douglass, architect of the Message, 





In addition to business matters 
transacted, the San Francisco As- 
sembly of the National Council of 
Churches also: 


—Called for fair employment prac- 
tices without discrimination based 
on race, color, religion or national 
origin, both within the Churches 
and without. 


—Acted to provide assistance for 
Cuban refugees, calling on the U. S. 
and member Churches to act in this 
regard. 


—Called on Churches to work for 
“better” public assistance of needy 
persons, especially with regard to 
residence requirements, to discrim- 
ination on account of illegitimate 
birth and to the required absence 
of employable fathers as a condi- 
tion for aid. (Note: This resolu- 
tion was made a binding “pro- 
nouncement” instead of a simple 
“resolution” at the insistence of Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake. It refers to 
the actions of certain states which 
have trimmed their welfare rolls 
recently). 


—Adopted a strong statement on 
the New Orleans “crisis,’”? commend- 
ing the Rev. Lloyd Foreman and Mr. 
and Mrs. James Gabrielle by name 
and calling on the state of Louisiana 
and the city of New Orleans to 
bring their policies and practices 
into accord with “Christian dic- 
tates” and “the laws of the land.” 


—Acted to cooperate more fully 
in programs making available 
around the world both surpluses of 
food being produced and the knowl- 
edge of how to increase production 
of food in areas overseas. 


—Authorized the publication of the 
RSV Bible (under a division of 





The National Council Decided .. . 


profits arrangement) by a total of 
six selected publishers. 


—Elected to serve with President 
J. Irwin Miller the following offi- 
cers: David B. Cassat (United Pres- 
byterian, USA) of Dubuque, Iowa, 


treasurer, and John H. Platt 
(UPUSA) of Chicago, associate 
treasurer; Rev. F. P. Stocker 


(Moravian) of Bethlehem, Pa., re- 
cording secretary; Bishop Reuben 
H. Mueller (Evangelical United 
Brethren) of Indianapolis, vice-pres- 
ident for Christian Education; Rev. 
Norman J. Baugher (Church of the 
Brethren) of Elgin, IIl., vice-presi- 
dent for Christian Life and Work; 
Rev. Earl S. Erb (United Lutheran) 
of New York City, vice-president 
for Foreign Missions; Rev. Theodore 
E. Matson (Augustana Evangelical 
Lutheran) of Minneapolis, vice-pres- 
ident for Home Missions; and 10 
vice-presidents at large. 


—Adopted a resolution affirming 
Christian responsibility for world 
community which acknowledged the 
tragic “turbulence of this revolu- 
tionary, nuclear space age’; af- 
firmed that God calls Christians 
to “live and work as members of 
that real community which He has 
created through Jesus Christ.” 


—Called on the Churches to sup- 
port and work for the United Na- 
tions. 


—Urged the support of reliable and 
realistic programs of disarmament. 


—Called for the repeal of the Con- 
olly Amendment which safeguards 
the sovereignty of the U. S. be- 
fore the International Court of 
Justice. 


—Urged the U. S. to ratify the 
Genocide Convention. 
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laid before a luncheon meeting and 
later before a special press con- 
ference certain proposals which 
“for strategic reasons” were not in- 
cluded in the Message adopted by 
this particular Assembly. These pro- 
posals (to be implemented in due 
time, according to Dr. Van Dusen 
and Dr. Douglass) were: 


1) That the extent to which de- 
nominations surrender all their mis- 
sionary obligations both at home and 
abroad to the NCC be extended. This 
would mean, according to Drs. Van 
Dusen and Douglass, that no denomina- 
tion, for instance, would establish sep- 
arate, denominational seminaries in 
foreign countries. Such actions would 
not only be wrong but “invalid.” The- 
ological education, instead, would be 
vested in the Council. Overseas insti- 
tutions would all take the form of the 
International Christian University in 
Japan, founded and operated under 
NCC auspices. 

2) Denominations would be encour- 
aged to change the services in which 
their ministers are ordained so as to in- 
clude vows having reference to the 
“whole Church.” Ordination services 
would also include ministers from oth- 
er denominations and from Council 
units as participants according to the 
proposal. 

8) Arangements would be made to 
allow Council units to administer the 
Sacrament. 


4) Provision would be made for 
“commissioning” services in which 
laymen being prepared for ecumenical 
jobs with ecumenical bodies (coun- 


cils) would be set apart for their 
work. (Almost, but not quite, powers 
to ordain). 


Did these proposals mean that the 
National Council would become a Su- 
per-Church? 


“Yes,” said several reporters pres- 
ent for the Assembly. And their 
stories were printed nation-wide. 
“Yes,” we, too, are inclined to agree. 

“No!” heatedly rejoined NCC of- 
ficials. In the words of Dr. Van Du- 
sen, “The NCC is not advocating that 
it become a Super-Church. We simply 
suggest that the Church of Jesus 
Christ, being already embodied in the 
Council, should be more fully em- 
bodied in the Council. However, the 
Council is not therefore to be viewed 
as fully the Church.” 


We leave it to our readers to in- 
terpret the difference. 


Whether or not the NCC ever struc- 
tures itself officially as a Church is 
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relatively unimportant. What matters 
is whether or not the denominations— 
Presbyterians, to be specific — lose 
their identities in a total coordination, 
if not amalgamation, of religious bodies 
under one administration: that of the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ. When all the denominational 
boards have moved under the influ- 
ence and administration of a single 
Headquarters, that Headquarters has 
become a Super Church in our opinion. 


We would not think this desirable 
even if the resulting Super-Church 
were Reformed and evangelical, which 
the NCC most certainly is not! 


A final word: some may protest that 
everything the NCC is doing is the 
work of the representatives of its mem- 
mer denominations. Thus we should 
not suggest that anyone is “imposing” 
anything upon us. The overall pro- 
gram is the work of all the Churches, 
working through their representatives, 
it may be argued. 


Two observations may be made by 
way of reply. First, our representation 
on the planning committees of the NCC 
is so small as to be virtually ineffec- 
tive. These plans and concepts to 
which we give our consent are being 
made by Disciples, Brethren, Quak- 
ers, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, 
Methodists. Our participation is little 
more than a drop in the bucket. 


Secondly, the plans and concepts to 
which we increasingly give our con- 
sent are not made by the representa- 
tives of the Churches at all. They 
are made by the staff and the experts 
— consultants, research assistants, 
specialists, professionals — of the NCC 
itself. That is why there are those 
70 departments, those hundreds of paid 
workers, those regional and state of- 
fices, those research libraries. The re- 
sults, traceable to Chicago, Yale, Har- 
vard, Columbia and Union, are mostly 
scanned and rubber-stamped by the 
representatives of the Churches. 


For instance, what part did our 
Board of World Missions have in the 
production of the study material our 
Church will use during the World Mis- 
sions season? None. The author of 
the study book, ONE WORLD, ONE 
MISSION, is a Methodist, with B. D. 
and Ph.D. from Yale. The author of 
a companion study book, TURNING 
WORLD is a news reporter who is 
also on the staff of the World Council 
of Churches. The author of the Guide 
to the study book is Associate Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Division of For- 
eign Missions of the National Council. 
The film recommended for use, 


“Household of Faith,” was produced 
under the auspices of the NCC. 


Presbyterians had nothing to do 
with it. 


We are not here commenting on 





operative” material for a long while. 
We are simply using this example of 
procedure at a board level to illustrate 
the way we are headed departmentally, 
denominationally, ecclesiastically, ad- 
ministratively and doctrinally. 


the quality of this material. 
we mean to suggest that a novel pro- 
cedure has been 
particular point. 

Missions has been recommending ‘“‘co- 


Nor do 


introduced at this 
Our Board of World 


... to avoid it. 








Heard at the NCC Assembly .. . 


The National Council was first assembled ten years ago and glued to- 
gether out of pieces very different in shape and size and function... 
the most important accomplishment of these first years may well have 
been that the Council has stayed together — that the glue has had a 
chance to set . . . this overriding determination to stay together has 
properly restricted the most vigorous use of the instrument which was 
fashioned in Cleveland 10 years ago... but there comes a time when the 
clamps must be taken off and we must have the courage to put the instru- 
ment to the full use for which it was fashioned.—J. Irwin Miller, new 
President of the NCC. 





Basically Faith and Order is asking questions about God’s will for the 
Chureh . . . Our Churches are no longer willing to compare their tra- 
ditions, to seek some least common denominator, and to succumb to his- 
torical relativism . . . equated with pan-Protestantism ... they are 
responding with a common commitment to seek that form of visible unity 
that will most clearly manifest Christ’s reconciling power to the world 
. .. The sermon preached on Sunday from the pulpit of Grace Cathedral 
(Dr. Blake’s proposal) is an eloquent expression of this new departure 
by the American Churches in matters of Faith and Order.— James I. 
McCord, Chairman of Faith and Order Studies. 





The Churches cannot afford any longer the luxury of our historic 
divisions .. . Never before have so many Americans agreed that the Chris- 
tian Churches, divided as they are, cannot be trusted to bring to the 
American people an objective and authentic word of God on a political 
issue . .. our divided Churches, all more and more sectarian in fact, are 
all therefore less and less Christian in influence.—Eugene Carson Blake, 
proposing union of four denominations. 





Everything is up for reconstruction. The image of the Church, the image 
of the minister, the image of the layman, the image of the missionary, 
the image of worship, the image of evangelism — what does all of the- 
ology’s recent blowing and wheezing in these areas mean except that 
some of the baroque and Victorian and futuristic horrors we’ve had hang- 
ing over our heads are being taken down and stored away in history books. 
—Dr. Theodore A. Gill, President, San Francisco Seminary (Presbyterian). 





It is proposed that the Churches be asked to undertake long-range study 
and planning, both individually and cooperatively, looking to the National 
Council of Churches for leadership . . . long-range planning at this point 
does not mean a bright and glittering packaged program to be adopted. 
It is more like an old rugged cross upon which our denominational separate- 
ness must be sacrificed if the larger interests of the Kingdom of God 
are to be served.—A. Dale Fiers, Disciples of Christ. 





Through one ministry in one congregation it is possible to provide 
everything that may be required in worship and in service, until the day 
comes that we no longer have denominations.—Bishop James A. Pike, 
proposing establishment of multi-denominational congregations now, 
wherever new Church Extension work is undertaken. 
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The day of the Super-Church — the 
Protestant equivalent of the Vatican 
— is just around the corner unless 
there are enough people left who care 
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They Say... 


EDIJORIALS 


Cooperation is not Enough 


Are you interested in what the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, as the 
principal American voice of the 
Ecumenical Movement, is doing and 
planning? 


Most people we know have a sort 
of “live and let live” attitude towards 
the major cooperative Church bodies of 
our time feeling, somehow, that they 
operate too far away to have any 
practical effect on what transpires on 
the corner of Maple and Market 
Streets, in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Anytown, U. S. A. 


In any case, most people are con- 
vinced that we must have agencies of 
some kind for cooperation among the 
Churches else the Body of Christ will 
be like the man who mounted his horse 
and rode off in all directions. 


We must admit that it wasn’t too 


long ago that we thought the hullabaloo 
over the National Council of Churches 
was much too hysterical. After all, 
we have ministerial associations at the 
local level for cooperative work in com- 
munity affairs don’t we? Why not 
cooperative associations at the national 
and international level? 


Then we discovered that the activi- 
ties of the National Council are not 
cooperative activities at all and that 
the goals of the National Council do 
not promote the health or the welfare 
of the individual denominations as 
such. We changed our minds. 


We are not speaking hearsay and we 
are not reading into the record some- 
thing that isn’t there. We have been 
to the meetings of these bodies. We 
have just returned from the meeting 
in San Francisco. We have talked to 
the ecumenical leaders of our day face 


to face. We know that what we are 
now telling you is the truth. 


They all echo a major theme of the 
recent San Francisco Assembly: ‘“Co- 
operation is not enough!” 


For instance: the National Council 
does not believe that the Presbyterian 
Church has any right whatever to exist 
as a separate denomination. There is 
no justification, in the eyes of this 
mammoth ecclesiastical Headquarters, 
for Presbyterianism at all. Any ac- 
tivity, program or literature originat- 
ing within the Presbyterian Church for 
the exclusive use of Presbyterians is 
not only wrong, it is SINFUL. 


As the NCC sees it, there is no justi- 
fication whatever for Presbyterian 
schools, Presbyterian colleges, Presby- 
terian missions, Presbyterian evan- 
gelism, Presbyterian seminaries, Pres- 
byterian CHURCHES. 


What the NCC would like to see, 





Student Work Already Merged 


Campus Christian Life work, where 
advanced ideas in ecumenism and oth- 
er new religious forms most often 
find their earliest implementation, has 
already begun to feel the effect of the 
emphasis on consolidation and merger 
which came into the open at the NCC 
Assembly in San Francisco. 


Student work literature and pro- 
gramming is the most sophisticated in 
our own total Church program. And 
with no apology whatever, student 
work on college campuses is marching 
right ahead into organic mergers de- 
signed to “bury” all denominational 
differences in a unified program. 


Motivating force in this movement 
is the National Council of Churches. 
After five years of negotiations be- 
tween student work officials of the 
various denominations, a unified out- 
reach has been projected and sub- 
scribed to by most Churches sponsor- 
ing student work, including the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. The program 
has been implemented on college cam- 
puses for the first time this year, 1960. 


The actual consolidation of the stu- 
dent work on college and university 
campuses has proceeded according to 
the nature of the local situation. In 
one case it has involved, at this point, 
Methodists and Presbyterians. In an- 
other, Disciples and Presbyterians have 
taken the first significant step. In 
any case, on a great many college cam- 
puses, PRESBYTERIAN student work, 
as such, has ceased to exist. 


At Kansas State University, the 
United Campus Christian Fellowship 
now comprises the Disciples, the Evan- 
gelical United Brethren, the United 
Church of Christ, and the Presby- 
terians. 


At SMU, in Dallas, the student Fel- 
lowship now represents the Disciples, 
the United (Northern) Presbyterians 
and the Presbyterians, U. S. 


At Arkansas College (Presbyterian, 
U. S.), the merger has thus far em- 
braced the Presbyterian and the Meth- 
odist student groups, in a Student 
Christian Federation. 


So if you think your money to Cam- 
pus Christian Life is supporting Pres- 
byterian work on college or university 
campuses, you had better take another 
look. It may be that the work your 
Synod or Presbytery supports is neith- 
er Presbyterian in pretense nor in fact. 


Mind you, this consolidated program 
is not simply a merger of Presbyter- 
ians. Here is the Ecumenical Church 
already alive and functioning where 
it will have the most effect: among 
students. 


Presbyterians who still think that 
Church mergers are settled by Presby- 
teries and Assemblies are mistaken. 
Presbyteries and Assemblies may take 
action affecting the official structure 
of the Church, but even if they reject 
a particular union, there isn’t too 
much lost by the ecumenists. The 
agencies of the Church go right ahead 
and consolidate in mergers that are 
visible and operable at almost every 
level except the local Church courts. 


That is how the NCC works. 





The devil smiles when men try to 
quiet Gospel preaching. 
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what it is working for and what it 
is accomplishing to an astonishing ex- 
tent is, NCC institutions, NCC evan- 
gelism, NCC education, cooperative 
churches. And where it cannot (or 
will not for reasons of propriety) take 
over functions performed by the de- 
nominations themselves, or lead the 
denominational programs into the 
paths it wants them to go, it has an- 
nounced that it has a mandate to en- 
courage and promote such unions 
among member denominations as are 
indicated by the proposal put forth 
by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, that 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Meth- 
odists and the United Church of Christ 
get together in a four-way merger. 


The NCC has a triple function, in 
other words. According to its plan- 
ners, it is (1) an agency designed to 
take over work which denominations 
should not be doing separately, such 
as foreign missions and home missions; 
(2) give guidance to and plan the ma- 
terials for use by the denominations in 
work they do themselves, such as edu- 
cation, evangelism, stewardship; (3) 
provide, through Faith and Order stud- 
ies, an atmosphere in which differ- 
ences between denominations can be 
studied and “resolved,” thus promoting 
union between the denominations 
themselves. 


Now we would repeat something we 
have said before: We are not opposed 
to the principle of union between 
brethren of like minds. 


But the NCC is leading us to con- 
sider union with anybody and every- 
body on any basis and every basis. 
To this end it is coordinating and cor- 
relating the plans and the programs of 
the individual denominations in such 
fashion that they are all beginning to 
look alike (cf. curriculum improve- 
ment programs following principles 
laid down in the NCC Journal of Relig- 
ious Education in several denomina- 
tions). Most important, the theological 
perspectives and doctrinal structures 
simply are not true to the historic Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. 


The International Christian Univer- 
sity in Japan is a case in point. Hailed 
as a great venture in the field of 
ecumenical relations and more recent- 











NOT WITHOUT A WITNESS 


The other night we were approach- 
ing Los Angeles by jet. Just before 
landing the smog closed in and we had 
to land some forty miles east of the 
city proper. 


Riding in, one was impressed with 
the endless signs which illuminated 
the night, and with the claims made 
for the various products or services 
being advertised. 


As one studied these advertisements 
one found that, in general, they came 
under three categories “Eat,” 
“Drink,” and “Be Merry.” 


The enticements to eat were attrac- 
tive and many of them justified and 
necessary. 


The allurements of drink (except for 
the ever-present soft drink signs) were 
misleading or dishonest, as the end 
result of alcohol was not even sug- 
gested. 


Under the appeals for good living 
(“being merry”) were many geared 
to the flesh and to secularism and ma- 
terialism in general. 


Then, as our freeway entered the 
heart of down town Los Angeles there 
suddenly appeared one sign blazing 
high in the sky — just two words — 


“JESUS SAVES,” and one could but 
thank God again for a truth we see 
illustrated again and again — God 
has not left Himself without a witness. 
We had noted that particular sign 
many times before but that night it 
spoke to our heart with a new sig- 
nificance. 


In every city and hamlet and in 
multiplied places in the world there 
is a witness to Jesus Christ. By print- 
ed page, by the preached Word, 
in church buildings, over the air 
waves, the world hears the message 
“Jesus Saves.” 


And that is the greatest responsi- 
bility of the Church and of individual 
Christians. It is in proclaiming the 
unchanging Gospel that we bring honor 
and glory to His Name, for in that 
way men come to Him. 


In the midst of the garish lights of 
the world — lights which beckon to 
the flesh; which entice to eat, drink 
and be merry; there is a better Light 
to proclaim, a better Life to which we 
can and should point. 


JESUS SAVES is the greatest mes- 
sage the world has ever heard; and, 
the one without which men are hope- 
less. 








ly hailed as a pattern and prototype 
of interdenominational “cooperation” 
under the auspices of the National 
Council of Churches, the International 
Christian University is “in” the bud- 
get of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
for $21,053.00 for 1961 (Journal for 
Dec. 14, p. 20). Yet the JICU has 
Buddhist and Shinto professors who 
teach what they please. Its “Chris- 
tian” professors are mostly of liberal 
persuasion. Chapel attendance is not 
required and chapel programs are sel- 
dom evangelistic. Students from the 
University participated conspicuously 
in the riots which cancelled President 
Eisenhower’s trip to Japan. 


Thus unfolds the pattern of ecu- 
menical “cooperation” within the NCC. 
And those who don’t care, by their in- 
difference are egging us on to the 
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point of no return just as surely as 
those who are the spokesmen for the 
NCC in our midst. 


We know one thing: there will al- 
ways be a Presbyterian Church found- 
ed upon the Scriptures as the Word of 
God and faithful to the historic testi- 
mony of the Gospel. You can count 
on that. Union negotiations may give 
birth to a separating “Reformed and 
Catholic Church in the USA” — the 
name suggested for Dr. Blake’s Super 
Church. But we promise one thing: 
If that day of spiritual retreat should 
ever come, the Journal will be doing 
its part to see that a Presbyterian 
Church continues in America. 





What religion is he of? 
Why, he is an Anythingarian.—Swift 
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the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE ... 











The quotation “no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as a 
success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


| i a 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Sapesteens Store, 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Mier. -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s 7. \ ee Store 
Clinton, S. 

D. B. Sreith: " Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s -. on Store 
Laurens, S. 

J. T. Holmes, ” Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Ce. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

Cc. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson > 

Honea Path, 

a: oe Martin, _*- -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mer.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. ©. 

R. E. McCormick, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, Ky. 

Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
a Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
eg Co. 
Carthag 
J. A. oer cankill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 15, 1961 


Why Christ Came 


John 3 
Luke 19:1-10 


Bible Material: 


Devotional Reading: 


If there were ten lists made of the ten greatest chap- 
ters in the Bible by different Bible commentators, I 
expect this chapter would be found in all the lists. I 
can hear the Holy Spirit saying to John, “Be sure and 
include in your book the conversation between Jesus 
and Nicodemus when the latter came to Jesus by 
night.” This chapter treats of some of the most mar- 
vellous facts concerning the salvation of a lost world. 
It tells about the New Birth from above; the death of 
Christ as He was lifted up on the cross; the love of 
God which moved Him to give His Son for the salva- 
tion of men; Salvation, or Justification, by faith, “who- 
soever believeth”; and the possession of eternal life 
in the Son of God. 


The whole chapter brings out clearly the part each 
Person in the Godhead took in the saving of men. Our 
lesson topic is “Why Christ Came,” and emphasizes 
His place in the plan of salvation. In our devotional 
reading which tells of the conversion of Zacchaeus, it 
is stated in these words: “For the Son of Man is come 
to seek and to save that which was lost.” The Father 
and the Holy Spirit have their work also in this great 
plan of salvation, and I wish to stop a while on the 
whole work of the Trinity as revealed in this chapter. 
I have been impressed as never before with this great 
truth. 

I. Work of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: Whole 
chapter. 


1. There is the work of the Holy Spirit in the re- 
generation of the natural man: “Except a man be born 
again (anew) he cannot see the kingdom of God... 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God; that which is 
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
spirit is spirit.” We will take up this subject later, 
but I want to point out here the fact that the new 
birth is the work of God’s Spirit. Let me quote from 
“A Brief Statement”: “The Holy Spirit, the third Per- 
son of the Godhead, applies the redemption purchased 
by Christ. He persuades and enables men to obey the 
call of the Gospel, and dwells continually in every be- 
liever as the spirit of truth, of holiness, of power and 
of comfort, and is thereby the author of all Christian 
experience. The Holy Spirit imparts spiritual life by 
the direct operation of His power, so that, being born 
from above, we are the children of God, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which are not the ground, 
but the fruits of salvation.” 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Christ executed the plan of salvation by His death 
on the cross and He states this in verses 14. and 15 
of this chapter: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up: That whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.” Jesus said, “And I, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
Me.” This He said, signifying what death He should 
die. 


“God so loved the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son . . . For God sent not His Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through Him might be saved . . . The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into His hand.” 


We see clearly in this whole chapter the work of each 
Person of the Godhead: The Father, loving and giv- 
ing and sending His Son; the Son, in obedience to 
His Father’s will coming and living among us and 
lifted up on the cross; the Holy Spirit working in our 
hearts and making us new creatures in Christ Jesus 
by a new birth. Truly this is a “great salvation,” 
planned, executed and applied by God — the Triune 
God. No wonder the writer of the Epistle to the He- 
brews asks the question, “How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation?” I would like to comment 
briefly on some of the wonderful truths which Jesus, 
the Teacher from heaven, and Nicodemus, the teacher 
of Israel, talked about on this eventful night. 


II. The New Birth: 3:1-13. 

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, a “master (or teach- 
er) of Israel,” came to Jesus by night, and said unto 
Him, “Rabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher come 
from God; for no man ean do these miracles (signs) that 
Thou doest, except God be with him.” Would it not 
have been a wonderful thing if all the rulers of the 
Jews had been as wise as Nicodemus as he accepted 
the evidence which Jesus presented when He worked 
His miracles? It seems a pity to us that Nicodemus 
did not have the courage to come out openly for 
Christ, but later, when all the disciples had fled, he 
and Joseph took the body of Jesus and buried it. 


Jesus tells him that a new birth is necessary before 
a man can see or enter the kingdom of God. Paul 
says that the natural man does not understand spiritual 
things. The new birth is the work of the Spirit of 
God. We cannot see it any more than we can see 
wind, but we can see its effects upon men. When 


bad men become good men; when haters of God be- 
come lovers of God, when a Saul of Tarsus becomes 
Paul the apostle, then we know that a new birth has 
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taken place. We do not see the Spirit, but we see the 
fruits of the Spirit. 


This new birth comes when we believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and receive Him as our Saviour. In the 
first chapter of this Gospel John tells us very plainly, 
“But as many as received Him, to them gave He the 
power (right) to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on His Name; which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God” (John 1:12, 13). This work 
of the Spirit is called by different names in the Bible: 
it is a new creation, a passing from death to life, a 
quickening, a regeneration. The Holy Spirit applies 
the redemption wrought by Christ. 


III. Christ on the Cross: verses 14 and 15. 


Turning to the twenty-first chapter of Numbers we 
read: “And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people; and much people of 
Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and 
said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the 
Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that He 
take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed 
for the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make 
thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it 
shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when 
he looketh upon it shall live. And Moses made a 
serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to 
pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he 
beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.” 


Christ points to this incident as an illustration of His 
own work. He purchased our redemption by His own 
precious blood shed on Calvary. He was made sin 
for us who knew no sin that we may be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. All of us are “sin- 
bitten,” but if we look to Him we can be healed. We 
can say to the perishing sinners all around us: Look 
and live! 


IV. God’s Love for the World: 3:16. 


John 3:16 is one of the best known and most dearly 
treasured verses in the Bible. All of God’s being, wis- 
dom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth, are 
back of this verse, but most especially, His wonderful 
love, pity and compassion. The sinfulness of mankind 
“grieves Him at His heart,” and He so loved a wicked 
world that He gave His only begotten Son to die in 
order that we might have eternal life. The wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. The Gospel — the best News 
this world ever heard — is wrapped up in this verse. 
And verse 17 tells us that God sent not His Son into 
the world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through Him might be saved. We are to go into all 
the world and tell the story of God’s love. The “who- 
soever” includes all who will hear and believe this 
“Good News.” 


V. Salvation (Justification) by Faith: “whosoever be- 
lieveth.” 


We are saved, not by the works we do, but by the 
grace of God. Notice how often this thought is repeat- 
ed: verses 15, 16, 18, 36. Christ is a gift, and faith is 
the accepting of this gift; as many as received Him. 
Faith is looking to Him. The thief on the cross said 
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to the One on the cross by his side, “Remember me,” 
and Jesus replied, “Today thou shalt be with me in 
Paradise.” We, too, must receive and rest upon Him 
alone for salvation, as He is offered to us in the Gospel. 
Have you received Him? Have you looked to Him? 
Have you accepted God's gift? 


VI. Eternal, or Everlasting, Life: 15, 16, 36. 


This is the gift which is given us in Christ. We are 
dead in trespasses and sins. Life is more than mere 
existence. There are millions who exist, who are alive 
physically, but dead spiritually. We must be “quick- 
ened,” or made alive. This whole chapter tells us how 
this is done. We are raised from the death of sin and 
made alive in Christ. This everlasting life is a present 
possession: “He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life.” Do not leave this wonderful chapter 
without the “blessed assurance” that Jesus Christ is 
your personal Saviour, and that you have everlasting 
life in Him. 





They speak 
As if Religion were intended 
For nothing else but to be mended.—Butler 





’Tis heaven alone that is given away, 
’Tis God alone may be had for the asking.—Lowell 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


AW ye $2.50 4th Reader .................. $3.50 
2nd Reader .................. $2.75 FEE $3.75 
3rd Reader ..................$3.25 | — $4.25 





OLD AUTHORS, Dept. 


SP-1, Rowan, Iowa 




















MESSIANIC PROPHECY IN 
THE OLp TESTAMENT 
By Aaron JupAH KLIGERMAN 
The long-time director of the Presbyterian Mission to 


Jews in Baltimore discusses Messianic prophecy for the 
non-professional Bible student. 


For 30 days this book will be offered as a bonus 
with new subscriptions to the JOURNAL at $3. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N. C. 
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“YOUTH WORK 


FOR JANUARY 15, 1961 


Sonneeceea 


Stop! Look! Listen! 


Scripture—Philippians 4:4-8 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Take Thou Our Minds” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated” 


“More Holiness Give Me” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
words “stop, look, listen” are found on the signs that 
mark railroad crossings. We are not thinking about 
safety at rail crossings in this program, but about the 
use that we make of two of our five senses. When we 
say “stop” we mean let us halt the onrushing of our 
daily lives long enough to give serious consideration 
to what we see and what we hear . . . that is to our 
looking and our listening. 


We have only to think about people who are blind 
and deaf to appreciate what a great privilege it is to be 
able to see and hear. To what kinds of sights and 
sounds do we ordinarily devote our attention? How 
discerning are we with regard to the things we see and 
hear? Is our Christian faith brought to bear on the 
things we see and hear? Let us stop long enough to 
find some answers for these questions. Let us stop long 
enough to examine our looking and listening in the 
light of Christian truth. 


FIRST SPEAKER: If man’s chief end is to glorify 
God, it follows that we should use our gift of sight in 
ways that will glorify God and enrich our own lives. 
How shall we do it? 


Here are some of the positive ways of using our 
eyes: (1) We can learn to see and appreciate the 
beauties of nature, which is God’s handiwork. When 
we fail to feast our eyes on the wonders of God's crea- 
tion, we rob Him of glory and ourselves of much satis- 
faction. (2) We honor God and bring blessing into 
our lives when we devote our eyes to good reading, 
especially when we read the Bible and Christian litera- 
ture. (3) Another positively good use to make of vi- 
sion is to learn appreciation of human works of art, 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 
Second Semester Begins January 30, 1961 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 


Move to new campus in September, 1961 


North Carolina 


Maxton 
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especially painting, sculpture and architecture that has 
been done to the glory of God. 


Now there are many things calling for our attention 
that are not worth seeing. We should avoid looking 
at the things which are unworthy. There is a great 
deal of printed material that is not fit to be read or 
thought about. The amount of vile literature on the 
market in the form of books and magazines is truly 
appalling. Even some of the so-called better literature 
glamorizes immorality. The reading of such trash 
neither glorifies God nor improves the life of the one 
who uses his eyes to read it. 


We would all be amazed if we knew how much time 
American young people spend attending movies and 
viewing television. We must recognize that both tel- 
evision and motion pictures can be used for whole- 
some teaching and entertainment. Much of what ap- 
pears on movie and T-V screens does not deserve to be 
seen. Much of it, like modern literature, is either 
worthless or downright harmful. Christians are bound 
to use discernment in watching movies and television, 
and look at nothing that fails to honor God or improve 
their own lives. 


SECOND SPEAKER: If we are to use our eyes to 
glorify God only and enrich our own minds and hearts, 


the same rules should apply to the use we make of our 
ears. 


Here are some of the positive ways we, as Christians, 
can use the gift of hearing: (1) We can listen to the 
teaching and preaching of the Bible. (Read Romans 
10:17). (2) We can and should give ear to any teach- 
ing that is helpful and instructive. A great deal of 
our worthwhile knowledge comes by hearing. (3) We 
can also use our hearing profitably by taking part in 
wholesome conversation. (4) One of God's blessings 
to mankind is that of great music, and we appreciate it 
with our hearing. 


But there are other sounds that come to our ears 
that are not worth hearing. Some of them are these: 
(1) The much false teaching in the world today. There 
are those who propagate radical ideas and anti-Chris- 
tian beliefs. There are those who speak against God, 
or else ignore Him altogether. To listen to such teach- 
ing is to dishonor God and to damage our own lives. 
(2) The great amount of idle talk and gossip in the 
world. A Christian has no right to lend his ear to any 
of it. (3) Just as there is cheap and immoral litera- 
ture, there is cheap talk and immoral talk, often taking 
the form of dirty jokes and stories. The Christian who 
listens to such dishonors God and dirties his own mind. 











(4) We said that good music 1s a gift of God to man- 
kind, but not all that goes by the name of music is > icin @ h PP ai 
good. Much of what passes for music is nothing more 2. Can you name other uses of eyes and ears which 


than sensual sounds. 


to it? 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 


1. Suggest other wholesome sights and sounds which 


Such “music” 
excite the lower emotions rather than lift our souls or 9 
glorify God. How can a Christian justify his listening 


is intended to 


are worthy of Christian attention. 


Christians should avoid? 


5. What can Christian young people do to promote 
Bible study and good reading? 


4. What can Christian young people do to improve 
the quality of conversation, radio and television 


programs, movies, and literature? 








TOWN-COUNTRY INSTITUTES 
SLATED AT SEMINARIES 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Town and Coun- 
try Pastors’ Institutes during the early 
spring at Columbia Seminary and at 
Austin Seminary have been announced 
by Dr. James M. Carr, secretary of the 
Town and Country Church department, 
Board of Church Extension. Joining 
the U. S. Church in sponsoring the 
Feb. 27 - March 2 event at Austin will 
be the Cumberland Church. Co-spon- 
sor of the March 6 - 9 gathering at Co- 
lumbia will be the ARP Church. 





RICHMOND, Va. — Plans for the 
1961 Methodist - Presbyterian Town 
and Country Pastors’ Institute at 
Union Seminary here have been an- 
nounced. The program will begin with 
registration Monday afternoon, Feb. 
18, and close Thursday morning, Feb. 
16. Details of the conference are 
available through Dr. James M. Carr, 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., Atlanta, 
Ga., or Dr. James Appleby, Union 
Seminary. 





FLORENCE CHURCH HOSTS 
FIRST FAMILY INSTITUTE 


FLORENCE, S. C. (PN) — First 
Presbyterian Church here was the 
scene of the first Florence Family 
Life Institute, a series of nightly dis- 
cussions of general principles of 
“healthy family living.” 


According to Dr. W. G. Foster, host 
pastor, this was “the first thing of this 
sort that has been tried in America 
on a community-wide basis.” The in- 
stitute drew registrations of over 1,200 
for the discussion groups at 7 o’clock 
each evening and between 900 and 
1,000 attended the 8 o’clock featured 
addresses; The meetings were spon- 
sored by the Florence Ministers’ Con- 
ference in co-operation with parent- 


JHE CHURCH AY HOMIE 


teacher organizations, the civic clubs 
and ‘other groups concerned with 
strengthening the family. They were 
made possible by a grant from a local 
foundation. 


Local interest was high. Newspa- 
per coverage was reported to be very 
complete. All the main addresses were 
broadcast locally by radio. Discussion 
groups were provided for everyone 
from 18 years old up. 





FLYING CLASS STARTS 


KERRVILLE, Tex. — (PN) — A 
Ground School, preparatory to train- 
ing for flying, is being provided stu- 
dents at Schreiner Institute here. The 
weekly training session is provided by 
Bob Sieker, head of the Kerrville Fly- 
ing Service and one-time student at 
Schreiner. The course gives basic 
instruction in flight theory, airplane 
parts, meteorology, navigation and oth- 
er related topics. 





REVIVALS REPORTED 


DURHAM, N. C. — The Rev. W. E. 
Hill, Jr., conducted a week’s revival 
services at Fuller Memorial church 
here, leading a Bible study each morn- 
ing and preaching evangelistic mes- 
sages each evening. The Rev. Reuben 
<=. Wallace is pastor. 





DOUGLAS, Ga. — Revival services 
were conducted at Bushnell Chapel 
here by the Rev. J. F. Merrin of Lynch- 
burg, Va.. There were eight additions 
by profession of faith and one by 
transfer of letter, bringing the mem- 
bership at the chapel from 13 to 22. 
A decision was made to construct Sun- 
day School rooms and a fellowship 
hall, and the Rev. Paul Rowland, pas- 
tor, said the chapel has prospects of 
growing into a church. 





PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY 
IN LATIN AREA DISCUSSED 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Establish- 
ment of a Presbyterian seminary for 
students “from the entire Latin Amer- 
ican world” as well as the need for 
developing women’s work on the local 
level throughout Latin America were 
discussed at a meeting of the Commit- 
tee on Presbyterian Cooperation in 
Latin America. Representing the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., at the session 
was Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive 
secretary of the Board of World Mis- 
sions. 


In his report to the board, Dr. Ful- 
ton said arguments presented for the 
proposed seminary included these: 
Presbyterian Churches in most Latin 
American countries (except Brazil, 
Mexico and Guatemala) have found 
themselves too weak to maintain sem- 
inaries with high standards separately; 
and the new seminary would be a sym- 
bol of the unity of Presbyterianism in 
Latin America. 





AID TO BURNED CHURCH 
PLANNED BY PRESBYTERY 


BATESVILLE, Ark. — East Ar- 
kansas Presbytery’s last “Dollar Don- 
or” appeal of 1960 was earmarked for 
rebuilding the Mt. Pleasant church, 
which burned during the fall. Plans 
are being prepared for a new church 
which will cost about $16,000. In the 
80 years of its history this congrega- 
tion has sent out more than 20 min- 
isters and other full-time Christian 
workers. 


Mt. Pleasant and the East Bates- 
ville chapel, associated in the Bates- 
ville Area Larger Parish, joined in a 
preaching mission conducted by Dr. 
James M. Carr, secretary of the As- 
sembly’s Department of Town and 
Country Churches. Three services 
were held in each community. 
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CONGREGATION’S SUCCESS 
IN VISITATION REPORTED 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — Mcllwaine 
Memorial church here has perfected a 
system for contacting most of its 575 
members in one afternoon — even 
when the callers are not seeking 
pledges or contributions. The main 
purpose for the congregational visit- 
ing effort is the promotion of the fel- 
lowship and ministry of the church, 
according to the Rev. Donald C. Gra- 
ham, the pastor. 


Here’s how it works: Following a 
Sunday morning worship service the 
church officers and their wives meet 
for dinner with the minister and his 
wife. Each of these couples then 
visits in homes of members who pre- 
viously indicated that they, in turn, 
would visit others. The second group 
then goes into action after the middle 
of the afternoon. 


Each visitor takes an information 
sheet to leave with those upon whom he 
calls. The questions about the pro- 
gram of the church are answered af- 
ter the visit and mailed, without sig- 
nature, to the church. 





P. C. NAMES WHO’S WHO 


CLINTON, S. C. — Ten Presby- 
terian College seniors have been se- 
lected to appear in the 1960-61 edition 
of WHO’S WHO AMONG STUDENTS 
IN AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES AND 
COLLEGES. 


They are: Paul Ard and Bob Smith, 
both of Atlanta; Rohe Eshbaugh of 
Louisville, Ky.; Richard Faulkner of 
Henderson, N. C.; Herbert Hammett 
of Hogansville, Ga.; Marion Lee of 
Hemingway; Miss Brenda Gay Mad- 
dox of Spartanburg; Lawton Rice of 
Kinston, N. C.; Maurice Schwartz of 
Laurinburg, N. C.; and Evin Verner 
of Bennettsville. 





WESTMINSTER MEETS 


TAMPA, Fla. — Westminster Pres- 
bytery, at a meeting at St. John’s 
church here, dissolved the relationships 
between First Church of St. Peters- 
burg and Dr. Alton H. Glasure, the 
pastor, and Dr. Vernon A. Crawford 
and the Rev. J. Hoge Smith, Jr., as- 
sociate pastors. Dr. Glasure has ac- 
cepted a promotional position with 
Florida Presbyterian College. Dr. 
Wade H. Boggs has been called by the 
session as interim pastor. 


ves 
i Vic spark new 








interest i in your __ 


Sunday evening youth programs... 


train the leaders you need, with 


new “training hour’”’ 





e Has the sparkle that appeals to 
youth, PLUS spiritual depth 


e Trains effective leaders through 
ACTIVE participation 


e Involves ALL members—not just 
the talented few 


e Provides youth-appealing VARI- 
ETY ...abundant CREATIVE 
ACTIVITIES 


e Gets young people into God’s 
Word for answers to life problems 


Here is a practical new training pro- 
gram that can be the “leadership 
lifeline” for your church and Sunday 
School . . . a program that’s geared 
to the tempo of today’s youth. 
TRAINING HOUR is more than a 
fellowship hour .. . it’s a comprehen- 
sive leadership development pro- 
gram that employs tested techniques 
for better training. It provides rich 
opportunity for group and individual 
expression in the wide variety of 
“training-by-doing” activities such 
as buzz sessions, discussions, skits, 
readings, panels, forums, debates, 


service projects, and other highly 
interesting and workable projects. 
Interest-packed weekly programs 
cover 15 basic themes, each vitally 
related to practical spiritual experi- 
ence: Christian living, personality 
development, church leadership, 
dating and preparation for marriage, 
stewardship, family life, Bible study, 
vocational studies, church history, 
missions, devotional life and wor- 
ship, doctrine, evangelism, religions 
and cults, and seasonal themes. 

You'll appreciate especially the 
way each program can be “‘tailored”’ 
to the leadership potential of your 
particular group. TRAINING Hour 
gives you an organized plan to train 
effective leaders, develop intelligent 
followers, and produce skilled be- 
lievers capable of functioning effec- 
tively for Christ. Get your FREE 
copy of the helpful 20-page booklet 
which shows how TRAINING Hour 
actually works. Contains sample 
programs for Jr. Hi’s, Sr. Hi’s, and 
adults. Send for your FREE copy 
today. 


FREE sample programs. ‘Ge RIPT PT u RE RESS ” 


Write Scripture Press 
Depr. PsT-11 Wheaton, illinois 


name . i Reiaeghad eke ’ 


Fr 
eA 














400,000 
GOSPELS, 


in English, Yoruba, ibo, Ga and Twi were recently 
delivered to Nigeria and Ghana, for a grand total 
to date of 5 million Gospels for Africa—the target 
figure set 5 years ago. PTL Teams are continuing 
this timely ministry in Africa, currently working 
in newly independent Nigeria, with phenomenal 
responses at great rallies as described In our 
film “That These May Know’’. Your help is 
needed to finance “Operation Africa”. Many 
areas are still unreached. Send for free folder, 
“Africa Balance Sheet". 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, Internationa! Director 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, INC. 


49 Honeck Street, Englewood, New Jersey 
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MECKLENBURG WOMEN 
LOCUST, N. C. — Mecklenburg 


Presbyterial held its annual meeting 
at the Locust church. Speakers in- 
cluded Dr. Lawrence I. Stell, pastor 
of Charlotte’s Trinity church; Mrs. A. 
Walton Litz of Charlotte; and Mrs. 
Lacy Godwin, president of North Car- 
olina Synodical. 








Presbyterian U.S. Series 


of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 
Dr. Joun A. REDHEAD, Jr. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


8 “HOW CAN I LEARN 
TO READ 
THE BIBLE?” 
Jan. 15 “HOW CAN I BE 
SURE I AM 
A CHRISTIAN?” 
Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 





Jan. 








7 











TO THE JEW 
FIRST 


North Africa a Jewish population 

center? There are about a third 

as many Jews in this region as 

in Israel. We are now expanding 

our missionary outreach to North 
Africa's half million wy - ~~ = —_ 
gurating a vigorous gospel witness to the Jews 
of France, Belgium and Switzerland. _ 

Jews of many countries, and particularly 
our own, in ever sey ey are find- 
ing Christ through the bi-lingual New Testa- 
ments, which carry the Hebrew text in 
columns with the second ge. Th 
mand is running far ahead of our ability to 

it. One reason Jews will read these 
Testaments is their reverence for Hebrew, 


d language. 

Bringing Christ to the Jews should be one 
of the most urgent tasks of all who realize 
that He is still their promised Messiah. It is 
only as you pray and give that we can make 
your love real and meaningful to the lost sheep 
of the House of Israel. 


rallel 
he de- 


ial offer to new sub- fo 
seri “ our quarterly maga- if - 





Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, 
world renowned minister and author 


Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB 
4. Abram Becomes Abraham 


DO YOU KNOW: Is anything too hard for God? 
LOOK UP in your Bible: Mark 10:27; Romans 8:31. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about God’s power? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Jesus Christ, the Son of God is all 
powerful. Read Matthew 28:18. 


GOD CHANGES ABRAM’S NAME 


Genesis 15:1-5; Psalm 33:20. The Lord said, ‘Fear not, Abram: 
I am thy "A shield is for protection. We 
need never be afraid; the Lord is “our __ __ __ __ and our 
staid calapsalis ign Mla anil "" Then the Lord promised Abram that his 
family should be as many as the Can you 
count the stars? Neither is it possible to count all the Jewish 
people who have ever lived. The Jews are Abram’s family. 

Read Genesis 17:1-5, 15, 16. God again promised Abram a 
large family. Then He changed Abram’s and Sarai’s names. 
God changed Abram’s name to _ __ __- __ __ __ __ which 


Sarai's name 


means “father of many 


was changed to This meant “princess” or 


“mother of 


ABRAHAM LEARNS GOD CAN DO EVERYTHING 
Genesis 18:1-14. The Lord appeared to 
in the heat of the __ __ _. 


—————-_—  . * 


Abraham invited the visitors to 


(Mark out the incorrect words) 
The Lord, Abraham's visitor, asked, ‘‘Is there any thing too 
HARD EASY for ABRAHAM GOD?" _ Then the 
Lord promised that very soon LOT ABRAHAM = and 
Sarah, who were very old, would havea SON DAUGHTER. 
God made the heaven and the earth by His GREAT LITTLE 
power. Surely nothing is too hard for God! 


* * *© © # & 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
Who was the Apostle Peter’s brother? Matthew 10:2. 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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S.S. LESSON HELPS 


(Below are reviews of three out- 
standing lesson helps. In addition to 
these, The Journal has long recom- 
mended PELOUBET’S SELECT 
NOTES, $2.95. All these books may 
be secured from the Journal office, 
Weaverville, N. C.) 


THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS, 1961, by Ear] L. 
Douglass. The Macmillan Company, 
New York. 494 pp. $3.25. 


The 1961 International Sunday 
School Lessons cover four basic 
themes: The Gospel of John; Biblical 
Wisdom and Ethical Problems (mostly 
from Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes) ; Per- 
sonalities of the New Testament; and, 
Christian Growth. There is the usual 
temperance lesson each quarter. 


Dr. Douglass writes from a distinct- 
ly evangelical point of view. Miracles 
are explained, rather than explained 
away; the supernatural is fully ac- 
knowledged; a solid, high view of the 
is evident. 
Moreover, Dr. Douglass’ style is stim- 
ulating and his approach relevant. 


Adult Sunday School teachers who 


| use the International Lessons will be 
| pleased with this commentary. 


—Rev. Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





ROZELL’S COMPLETE LESSONS, 
by R. Rozell. Rozell & Co., Fort 
Worth. 320 pp. $2.95. 


This book on the International Sun- 
day School Lessons for 1961 should 
continue to be a helpful aid to teachers 
who are concerned with communicat- 
ing the truth of the Scriptures. This 
is the Fourteenth Annual Volume pre- 
pared by the Reverend Mr. Rozell 
dealing with the International Lessons. 
Mr. Rozell has distinguished himself as 
a leader in the field of Christian Ed- 
ucation as a Minister of Education in 
the Southern Baptist Church. 


The primary purpose of the volume 
is “to provide fresh and teachable ma- 
terial focused into a complete lesson 
written out in-full within the frame- 
work of a careful outline and with 
the best teaching methods built into 
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the material.” The author has kept 
this purpose in mind throughout the 
book so that the teacher can make the 
material readily adaptable to the needs 
of his class. 


The outline followed in each lesson 
is not determined in an artificial way 
but by the Biblical text itself. There 
seems to be a serious attempt to ex- 
pound and explain the Scripture. Per- 
tinent related material is brought to 
the attention of the teacher. More 
space is given to exposition than to 
illustration. 


Sunday School teachers are happy 
to have all the help they can acquire 
to present vital and timely messages 
from the Word of God. This volume 
will provide a valuable source of in- 
formation and inspiration. 


—Rev. Richard A. Dodds 
Atlanta, Ga. 





STANDARD LESSON COMMEN.- 
TARY, 1961, Ed. by Orrin Root. Stan- 
dard Publishing Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
448 pp. $2.95. 


The most outstanding feature of 
this commentary is its universal appeal. 
In each lesson there is material suit- 
able for every age and background. 
The teacher finds plenty of sugges- 
tions as to aim and procedure. The 
teachings of each lesson are related 
to the needs of contemporary life 
through the “Quotable Quotes” and 
“Pithy Points.” The introduction to 
each lesson is well-taken, and does 
what an introduction should do. 


In writing the commentaries, the 
editor achieves a nice balance between 
heavy scholarship and inane sentimen- 
tality. He is neither “mushy” nor 
wordy. In his treatment of the mir- 
acles, he establishes the credibility of 
the witnesses, and having established 
this, he accepts the written account. 
This is much more satisfactory than 
a wordy discourse from science on 
how it could have happened or could 
not. It’s the lesson in the miracle 
that counts today, and not just the 
miracle devoid of meaning. 


This reviewer ran into one comment 
which seemed to him _ unrealistic. 
Discussing the marriage feast at Cana 
of Galilee (page 17), the editor states 
that it is significant that neither Jesus 
nor His disciples are pictured as be- 
ing seated at the banquet table. The 
Lord was in the court with the dis- 
ciples in the midst of the servants. 
This interpretation is not justified in 
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the text for no mention is made where 
Jesus was prior to the miracle of the 
wine at the marriage feast. In any 
case, why do we always try to keep 
Christ at the lowest social level? Why 
all the lamenting at Christmas about 
the place of His birth? The state- 
ment that He was born in a stable be- 
cause there was no room in the inn 
is a statement of fact, not a lament. 


On the whole, this commentary will 
add much to any lesson. 


—Robert H. Reid 
Arden, N. C. 





EXTRA COPIES of this 


available for 10 cents each or $1 


issue 


Order from the business 


office, Weaverville, N. C. 


per dozen. 











Stig 


Sunday Storyline | 





Preschoolers, Primaries, Juniors and Teens. 
They all like Standard Story Papers. Write 





df for free samples, mention age group. 
STANDARD PUBLISHING 


PJ-161 


Cincinnati 31, Ohio 





1961 








MINISTERS 


Denver S. Blevins, from New Bern, 
N. C., to the Second church, Hunt- 
ington, W. Va. 

John McSween, Clinton, S. C., is 
serving the Fayetteville, N. C. First 
Church as interim minister. 


(H.R.), from 
to West Co- 


General H. Turpin, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., 
vina, Calif. 

Joe B. Overmeyer has retired as 
minister of the Bream Memorial 
church of Charleston, W. Va. The 
Presbytery of Kanawha voted to ap- 
prove Robert B. McNeill as his suc- 
cessor. 

A. Jackson Morrison, from Ellerbe, 
N. C., to the McQuay church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

Hubert J. Kaylor, from Hickory, N. 
C., to the First Church, Hunting- 
ton, W. Va., as chapel minister. 


D. Clyde Bartges, from Miami, Fla., 


to Associate Pastor of the Winter 
Park, Fla., church. 
Eugene L. Strickland, from Lub- 


bock, Tex., to Cameron, Tex. 


Gower Crosswell, Jr., from Red 
Springs, N. C., to the George W. 
Lee Memorial church, Winston- 


Salem, N. C. 

J. C. Livingston, from Winchester, 
Va., to Statesboro, Ga. 

Young Wallace, from 
Ark., to Memphis, Tenn. 
Frank H. Tobey, from Gladwater, 
Tex., to Gatesville, Tex. 

E. Stanley Smathers, from Pickens, 
Miss., to Assistant Minister, Second 
church, Richmond, Va. 


Stuttgart, 





WANTED: Wide-awake Presbyterian 
minister for fast-growing town in 
South Alabama. Write “Church,” c/o 
The JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 





FOR SALE: Rotochrome 500W rotat- 
ing multi-color light. One tubular 18” 
black 15W — used with fluorescent 
material. Both lights effective used 
for visual-aid or chalk  illustra- 
tion — both lamps half price plus 
shipping charges. M. C. Woltz, 33444 
W. 5th Avenue, Belle, W. Va. 


Peter De Ruiter, from Edwards, 
Miss., to the Petal, Miss., church. 


John D. Campbell declined the call 
to the Greene Street church, Au- 
gusta, Ga., reported here Dec. 21. 


ELDERS 


Dr. Warren Edwin Miller, (M.D.), 
brother of Rev. Hoyt Miller and 
Rev. P. D. Miller, died in White- 
ville, N. C., Dee. 10. 

The Session of the First Church, 
Broken Bow, Okla., has memorial- 
ized one of its members, Ross 
Wrights, who died in December. 





LETTERS 
TAMPERING WITH THE CLASSICS 


I notice that you are advertising 
as a give-away for Journal subscrip- 
tions Egbert Smith’s classic, THE 
CREED OF PRESBYTERIANS in the 
revised edition. I wonder if you are 
aware of the strong endorsement this 
revision gives to the place of Neo-Or- 
thodoxy in the Church. This, I confess, 
has been one of my pet gripes... I as- 
sume that this revision took place after 
Dr. Smith’s death, in which case it 
is particularly unfortunate. 


—Florida 


The references alluded to in Dr. 
Smith’s classic: “It can be definitely 
stated that the Barthian theology is a 
revival of Calvinism .. . In their con- 
ception of Revelation . . . Barth and 
Calvin are at one .. . Barthianism is 
a revival of Calvinism in the doctrine 
of inspiration ...” These references, 
of course, would probably trouble Dr. 
Smith (as well as Calvin) 
were he alive. 


intensely, 
We consequently de- 
plore such treatment of books that 
have been beloved literally for genera- 
tions. However, we still recommend 
this work to our readers as the best 
thing available on the subject any- 
where . . . JOURNAL readers know 
how to separate wheat from chaff, 


—Ed. 





In these times of confusion and 
of the undermining of faith by the 
infiltration of “ecumenical” theology 
such as championed by the National 
Council of Churches, it might help to 
take stock of our Constitutional pro- 
visions respecting “soundness of faith.” 


“Sound in the faith” is alluded to 
three times in the Book of Church Or- 
der. “To bear testimony against er- 
ror in doctrine,” is mentioned five 





times. The Bible and the Catechisms 
are frequently and strongly endorsed 
as the chief textbooks of the Sunday 
School. The Confession of Faith 
and the Catechisms are accepted as 
standard expositions of the teachings 
of Scripture in matters of faith and 
practice. To such principles we are 
committed, as valid interpretations of 
the apostolic injunctions to be “thor- 
oughly furnished,” “approved unto 
God” and “wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 


—J. W. Wham 
Greenville, S. C. 





CHRISTIANITY AND COMMUNISM 


I am writing to express my apprecia- 
tion of the story on the fate of the 
Assembly of God missionaries in Rus- 
sia (Dec. 14), thus bringing to our at- 
tention again the terrible slave labor 
camps there .. . The communist rulers 
have been so skillful in directing the 
attention of the world to the lesser 
evils of “capitalism” and “colonialism” 
that the far greater evils in what they 
have done and are doing to subjugated 
peoples are overlooked. In order to 
get and keep matters in proper perspec- 
tive I feel that from time to time such 
things should be kept before us and 
that we should be praying for our 
Christian brethren who are suffering, 
these terrible things. The time may 
not be far. off when we will be suf- 
fering them too... 


—Rev. Wm. C. Cumming 
Greenville, S. C. 





DEVOTIONAL FEATURE 
SUGGESTED 


The Journal is already packed full 
of heart — and mind — stimulating 
material but may I suggest a feature 
which could be included with much 
profit to your readers? A brief ar- 
ticle which would serve as a guide to 
devotional Bible study would strength- 
en the daily devotional lives of indi- 
viduals and families. Why not have 
a column including ... soul searching 
questions and brief interpretative com- 
ments on the daily reading? 


—Rev. William L. Hogan 
Montgomery, Ala. 


With the prayers and support of 
JOURNAL readers we hope to con- 
tinue improving the magazine in every 
possible way.—Ed. 
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